Book Reviews MICHAEL ALEXANDER, Omai "noble savage': London, Collins & Harvill, 1977, 8vo, pp. 223, illus., £5.95. The "noble savage" was mostly a creation of Rousseau, and in order to examine his thesis that the ideal man must be one uncontaminated by learning and culture a number of Tahitan natives were brought to Europe. Omai reached Britain in 1774 and proved to be a genteeL sensitive, and intelligent person who mixed in high society and was even accepted by Dr. Johnson who rejected Rousseau's theory. The story of his two-year stay in Britain is told here in detail, unfortunately with very limited documentation. It not only records the reactions of society to a primitive man, but in so doing illuminates a less well-known aspect of eighteenth-century life. In fact Omai was a step ahead of the people he mixed with, for the author claims that throughout his visit he was planning to use the British in order to avenge his family's dispossession in Tahiti. 

